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Tutorial #1: FORMfields Lib v2.1 Setup 

Last Updated on March 15th, 2006. 

Installation

1. Download the FORMfields Library archive from here. 

2. This step is only for users upgrading from a previous version of FORMfields. We recommend that you rename the existing FORMfields directory in your root directory to something like FORMfieldsOld. This way you can more easily copy over the previous configurations that were in dbHelpers.php, FORMfields.css, and tableHelpers.css to your new FORMfields installation. 

3. Unzip the FORMfields archive to the root directory of your website. We recommend that you first save the FORMfields archive to your local machine and then use WinZip or another similar application to unzip your files. Then you should use an FTP program to copy the unzipped files to the root directory of your web server. Important: all directory and file names are case sensitive and must remain intact. After you are done copying these files to your web server, you should have a directory like http://www.yourdomain.com/FORMfields and in this directory there should reside all the FORMfields files and directories. 

4. Use a FTP program to change the permissions on the /FORMfields/uploads directory to full write permissions. Alternatively, you can set the permissions on this directory using a command like chmod 777. 

5. Test out your installation by going to http://www.yourdomain.com/FORMfields/examples/example1.php. You should see a Contact Us form with fields for Name, Subject and Message. If you receive an error then you should try visiting http://www.yourdomain.com/FORMfields/examples/example2.php. If Example 2 displays fine then you most likely have your DOCUMENT_ROOT variable misconfigured and should use the require method outlined here. 

Configuration

If you are going to be using the database functionality of FORMfields or TableHelpers then: 

1. Use an FTP client to download the file http://yourdomain.com/FORMfields/dbHelpers.php. 

2. Open this file in a text editor and set DB_HOST, DB_USER, DB_PWD, and DB_NAME to your database's configuration. If you are unsure as to what these values should be, please refer to your hosting company's control panel or contact your hosting company's tech support. 

· DB_HOST - The hostname of your database 

· DB_USER - The username for your database account 

· DB_PWD - The password for your database account 

· DB_NAME - The name of your database 

For example, your modification to dbHelpers.php should look something like:
define ("DB_HOST", "localhost");
define ("DB_NAME", "mydatabase");
define ("DB_USER", "myuser");
define ("DB_PWD", "mypwd");

3. FTP dbHelpers.php back to your website. 

4. Test out your configuration by going to http://www.yourdomain.com/FORMfields/examples/contactUs/createContactUs4.php to create an example database table. Then go to http://www.yourdomain.com/FORMfields/examples/contactUs/contactUs4.php and submit a record. And finally, view your records at http://www.yourdomain.com/FORMfields/examples/contactUs/viewContactUs4.php. 

Getting Started

We highly recommend that you follow the Getting Started Tutorial. 

Tutorial #2: Creating a Form 

Last Updated on Nov 11th, 2005. 

The Form

New: We suggest that before you read this tutorial you check out FORMgen, the FORMfields generator that requires no programming. 


Here is a simple example of a customer contact form constructed with FORMfields technology. Play around with it and see what you think. You will notice that all field data is validated (server side) when you click the "Submit" button. 

Top of Form

Create Contact:

	*Full Name: 
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	*Email: 
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	*Phone: 
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	*Fax: 
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 HTMLCONTROL Forms.HTML:Submitbutton.1 [image: image12.wmf]Clear



 HTMLCONTROL Forms.HTML:Submitbutton.1 [image: image13.wmf]Cancel


Bottom of Form

Believe it or not, the source code for displaying and processing this form is as short as what follows. 


    <html>

        <head>
        <title>Simple Customer Contact Form</title>
        <?
            // Include FormFields library
            require($_SERVER["DOCUMENT_ROOT"] . "/FORMfields/FORMfields.php");

            ////////// FORM BEAN SPECIFICATION - START //////////

            $formBean = new FormBean();

            $formBean->addField(new PersonNameField("name", "Full Name", REQUIRED));

            $formBean->addField(new EmailAddrField("email", "Email", REQUIRED));

            $formBean->addField(new PhoneNumberField("phone", "Phone", REQUIRED));

            $formBean->addField(new FaxNumberField("fax", "Fax", REQUIRED));

            $formBean->addField(new SubmitField("_submit", "Create"));

            $formBean->addField(new SubmitField("reset", "Clear"));

            $formBean->addField(new SubmitField("cancel", "Cancel"));

            ////////// FORM BEAN SPECIFICATION - END //////////

            $formBean->getParameters();

            if ($formBean->getValue("_submit")) {
                if ($formBean->checkValues()) {
                    // INSERT CODE TO CREATE CONTACT
                }
            } else if ($formBean->getValue("cancel")) {
                // INSERT CODE FOR CANCEL OPERATION
            } else if ($formBean->getValue("reset")) {
                $formBean->clearAllData();
            }

        ?>
        <link rel="stylesheet" type="text/css" href="/FORMfields/FORMfields.css" />
        <script type="text/javascript" src="/FORMfields/FORMfields.js"></script>
        <link rel="stylesheet" type="text/css" href="/FORMfields/tableHelpers.css" />
        </head>

        <body onload="setFocus();">
            <? if ($formBean->getValue("_submit") && !$formBean->isError) { ?>
                <h1>Contact Created</h1>
            <? } else if ($formBean->getValue("cancel")) { ?>
                <h1>Contact Creation Cancelled</h1>
            <? } else { ?>
                <form action="" method="post">
                    <h1>Create Contact:</h1>
                    <?= $formBean->getTableTag() ?>
                </form>
            <? } ?>
        </body>

    </html>
    
Whether you're an expert or beginner web developer, you're probably aware that the source code for creating this form in the conventional way would be a lot longer and more complicated. 

Now that we have your attention, please allow us to explain the details of the above source code. 

Part 1: FormBean Specification

A FormBean is a container class that is used to encapsulate form fields. In the following code snippet, we instantiate a FormBean and add fields for a person's name, email address, phone number and fax number. In addition, we add submit fields for submitting the data and canceling the submission. We will go into the details of creating fields later. 


    <?
        $formBean = new FormBean(); // Instantiate a FormBean

        // Add a field to the FormBean for retrieving a person's name.
        $formBean->addField(new PersonNameField("name", "Full Name", REQUIRED));

        $formBean->addField(new EmailAddrField("email", "Email", REQUIRED));

        $formBean->addField(new PhoneNumberField("phone", "Phone", REQUIRED));

        $formBean->addField(new FaxNumberField("fax", "Fax", REQUIRED));

        // Add a submit button for submitting the form.
        // We use _submit instead of submit to avoid overwriting JavaScript's submit() function
        $formBean->addField(new SubmitField("_submit", "Create"));

        $formBean->addField(new SubmitField("reset", "Clear"));

        $formBean->addField(new SubmitField("cancel", "Cancel"));
    ?>
    
Part 2: Retrieve Submitted Form Data

Since the FormBean encapsulates all the form fields and data, we only have to make one function call to retrieve the form data from the HTML request object. 


    <?
        $formBean->getParameters();
    ?>
    
Part 3: Validate the Form Data and Process the Data

When the user clicks the submit button, $formBean->getValue("_submit") will return a non-null value. When this happens we want to check the form data for errors. If there are no errors then we execute code to create the contact. Typically, this create operation would be an insert into a database. (In the next tutorial, Tutorial #3, we will discuss how this can be easily done using FORMfields). 

If the user clicks the cancel button, the code for canceling the form is executed. Typically, this cancel operation would be a redirect to another page. 

If the user clicks the reset button, all the form data is cleared. 


    <?
        if ($formBean->getValue("_submit")) {
            if ($formBean->checkValues()) {
                // INSERT CODE TO CREATE CONTACT
            }
        } else if ($formBean->getValue("cancel")) {
            // INSERT CODE FOR CANCEL OPERATION
        } else if ($formBean->getValue("reset")) {
            $formBean->clearAllData();
        }
    ?>
    
Part 4: Include the CSS and JavaScript Libraries

The following code includes the CSS and JavaScript Libraries. The CSS libraries control the look and feel of our forms and tables and the JavaScript library provides functions to dynamically manipulate our forms. 


    <link rel="stylesheet" type="text/css" href="/FORMfields/FORMfields.css" />
    <script type="text/javascript" src="/FORMfields/FORMfields.js"></script>
    <link rel="stylesheet" type="text/css" href="/FORMfields/tableHelpers.css" />
Part 5: Display the Form

If the user has clicked "Create" and there is no error, then we display a message saying "Contact Created." Otherwise, if the user has clicked "Cancel," we display a message saying "Contact Creation Cancelled." Otherwise, we just display the form. 

We use setFocus() to position the cursor in the Full Name field after the page has loaded. 

Note: Typically the cancel and submit operations would cause a redirect to another page, however in this example these operations leave us on the same page. This is why the following snippet displays more than just the form. 


    <body onload="setFocus();">
        <? if ($formBean->getValue("_submit") && !$formBean->isError) { ?>
            <h1>Contact Created</h1>
        <? } else if ($formBean->getValue("cancel")) { ?>
            <h1>Contact Creation Cancelled</h1>
        <? } else { ?>
            <form action="" method="post">
                <h2>Contact Information:</h2>
                <?= $formBean->getTableTag() ?>
            </form>
        <? } ?>
    </body>
Tutorial #3: Loading/Unloading Values From a Database 

Last Updated on Nov 11th, 2005. 

Overview

Using the FormBean specification from Tutorial #2, we will demonstrate how to quickly load and unload data from a database. 

Creating Our Example Database Table

First we use phpMyAdmin or the MySQL client, to execute the following SQL code: 


    CREATE TABLE `customers` (
      `customer_id` int(10) unsigned NOT NULL auto_increment,
      `name` varchar(40) NOT NULL default '',
      `email` varchar(50) NOT NULL default '',
      `phone` varchar(15) NOT NULL default '',
      `fax` int(10) unsigned NOT NULL default '0',
      PRIMARY KEY  (`customer_id`)
    );
    
Inserting Form Data Into a Database

As long as the field names in our database match the names of the attributes in our database, we can insert the data from the entire form with just one function call: 


    <?
        // Insert the all the form data into the table customers
        $formBean->insertValuesIntoDb("customers");
    ?>
    
Click here to see the source code for the full example. 

Selecting Form Data from a Database

Once again, with just one function call we can retrieve an entire form's worth of data from a database. Here's how: 


    <?
        $formBean->loadValuesFromDb("customers", "WHERE customer_id='1'");
    ?>
    
The 2nd parameter or where clause specifies how our form data is uniquely identified. 

Click here to see the source code for the full example. 

Updating Form Data in a Database

With another function call, we can update an entire form's worth of data in our database: 


    <?
        $formBean->updateValuesInDb("customers", "WHERE customer_id='1'");
    ?>
    
Click here to see the source code for the full example. 

Deleting Form Data from a Database

With a single function call, we can remove an entire form's worth of data from our database: 


    <?
        gmysql_query("DELETE FROM customers WHERE customer_id='1'");
    ?>
    
Sometimes web designers create a separate file for deleting records. In this method you could create a file like the following that could be used to delete an individual record. So, to delete record 2, you could link to deleteRecord.php?id=2. 


deleteRecord.php:
    <?
        gmysql_query("DELETE FROM customers WHERE customer_id='" . $_REQUEST["id"] . "'");
    ?>
    
More Complex Database Operations

Sometimes the above methods are not enough for performing more complex database operations. In this case, we want more control. 

Manual Select

Here is an example of how to manually select data from a database: 


    <?
        $values = 
            getSimpleValues(
                "SELECT name, email, phone, fax "
                . "FROM customers "
                . "WHERE customer_id='1'"
            );
        $formBean->loadDbValues($values);
    ?>
    
Or if we want even more control, we can set each form field value individually, like: 


    <?
        $rs = 
            gmysql_query(
                "SELECT name, email, phone, fax "
                . "FROM customers "
                . "WHERE customer_id='1'"
            );
        $values = mysql_fetch_array($rs);
        $formBean->setDbValue("name", $values["name"]);
        $formBean->setDbValue("email", $values["email"]);
        $formBean->setDbValue("phone", $values["phone"]);
        $formBean->setDbValue("fax", $values["fax"]);
    ?>
    
Click here to see the source code for the full example. 

Manual Update

Likewise, we can choose to manually update the form data with: 


    <?
        gmysql_query(
            "UPDATE customers "
            . "SET "
                . "name=" . $formBean->getDbValue("name") . ","
                . "email=" . $formBean->getDbValue("email") . ","
                . "phone=" . $formBean->getDbValue("phone") . ","
                . "fax=" . $formBean->getDbValue("fax") . " "
            . "WHERE customer_id='1'"
        );
    ?>
    
Note: getDbValue() returns an escaped string that has been prepared for use in a SQL query. 

Click here to see the source code for the full example. 

As you can see, FORMfields gives you the choice to perform queries manually and automatically! 

Tutorial #4: FORMfields Types 

Last Updated on Nov 11th, 2005. 
CanadianProvinceField

Specification:

CanadianProvinceField($name, $label, $required, $blankString) 

· Since FORMfields Library v1.1 

· $name: The name of the field 

· $label: The field label 

· $required: 

· REQUIRED - field cannot be left blank 

· NOT_REQUIRED - field can be left blank 

· LOOKS_REQUIRED - field looks required but can be left blank 

· $blankString: Null or the option to display when the value is blank 

Example:

<?
    new CanadianProvinceField("province", "Province", 
                              REQUIRED, "[Select One]")
?>

Generates: 

	*Province: 
	[image: image14.wmf]

[Select One]





CcvField

Specification:

CcvField($name, $label, $required) 

· Since FORMfields Library v1.1 

· $name: The name of the field 

· $label: The field label 

· $required: 

· REQUIRED - field cannot be left blank 

· NOT_REQUIRED - field can be left blank 

· LOOKS_REQUIRED - field looks required but can be left blank 

Example:

<?
    new CcvField("ccv",
                 "Credit Card Verification Num",
                 REQUIRED)
?>

Generates: 

	*Credit Card Verification Num: 
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CheckboxField

Specification:

CheckboxField($name, $label) 

· Since FORMfields Library v1.0 

· $name: The name of the field 

· $label: The field label 

Example:

<?
    new CheckboxField("checkbox", "Checkbox Field")
?>

Generates: 

	Checkbox Field: 
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CityField

Specification:

CityField($name, $label, $required) 

· Since FORMfields Library v1.0 

· $name: The name of the field 

· $label: The field label 

· $required: 

· REQUIRED - field cannot be left blank 

· NOT_REQUIRED - field can be left blank 

· LOOKS_REQUIRED - field looks required but can be left blank 

Example:

<?
    new CityField("city", "City Field", REQUIRED)
?>

Generates: 

	*City Field: 
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ColorChooserField

Specification:

ColorChooserField($name, $label, $required) 

· Since FORMfields Library v2.0 

· $name: The name of the field 

· $label: The field label 

· $required: 

· REQUIRED - field cannot be left blank 

· NOT_REQUIRED - field can be left blank 

· LOOKS_REQUIRED - field looks required but can be left blank 

Example:

<?
    new ColorChooserField("color",
                         "Color Chooser Field",
                         REQUIRED)
?>

Generates: 

	*Color Chooser Field: 
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.formfields.com/FORMfieldsArea/fieldDescriptions.php" \l "#" \t "_blank" 




CountryField

Specification:

CountryField($name, $label, $required, $blankString) 

· Since FORMfields Library v1.1 

· $name: The name of the field 

· $label: The field label 

· $required: 

· REQUIRED - field cannot be left blank 

· NOT_REQUIRED - field can be left blank 

· LOOKS_REQUIRED - field looks required but can be left blank 

· $blankString: Null or the option to display when the value is blank 

Example:

<?
    new CountryField("country", "Country", 
                     REQUIRED, "[Select One]")
?>

Generates: 

	*Country: 
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[Select One]





CreditCardDateField

Specification:

CreditCardDateField($name, $label, $required) 

· Since FORMfields Library v1.1 

· $name: The name of the field 

· $label: The field label 

· $required: 

· REQUIRED - field cannot be left blank 

· NOT_REQUIRED - field can be left blank 

· LOOKS_REQUIRED - field looks required but can be left blank 

Example:

<?
    new CreditCardDateField("ccdate",
                            "CC Date Field",
                            REQUIRED)
?>

Generates: 

	*CC Date Field: 
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CreditCardNumberField

Specification:

CreditCardNumberField($name, $label, $required) 

· Since FORMfields Library v1.1 

· $name: The name of the field 

· $label: The field label 

· $required: 

· REQUIRED - field cannot be left blank 

· NOT_REQUIRED - field can be left blank 

· LOOKS_REQUIRED - field looks required but can be left blank 

Example:

<?
    new CreditCardNumberField("ccno",
                              "CC Number Field",
                              REQUIRED)
?>

Generates: 

	*CC Number Field: 
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CreditCardTypeField

Specification:

CreditCardTypeField($name, $label, $required, $blankString) 

· Since FORMfields Library v1.1 

· $name: The name of the field 

· $label: The field label 

· $required: 

· REQUIRED - field cannot be left blank 

· NOT_REQUIRED - field can be left blank 

· LOOKS_REQUIRED - field looks required but can be left blank 

· $blankString: Null or the option to display when the value is blank 

Example:

<?
    new CreditCardTypeField("cctype", "CC Type Field", 
                            REQUIRED, "[Select Type]")
?>

Generates: 

	*Credit Card Type Field: 
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[Select Type]





CurrencyField

Specification:

CurrencyField($name, $label, $required, $maxLength, $minLength, $size, $maxValue, $minValue, $sign) 

· Since FORMfields Library v1.1 

· $name: The name of the field 

· $label: The field label 

· $required: 

· REQUIRED - field cannot be left blank 

· NOT_REQUIRED - field can be left blank 

· LOOKS_REQUIRED - field looks required but can be left blank 

· $maxLength: The maximum length of the value 

· $minLength: The minimum length of the value 

· $size: The display size or null 

· $maxValue: The maximum floating point value permitted 

· $minValue: The minimum floating point value permitted 

· $sign: The currency sign such as £ or ¥ 

Example:

<?
    new CurrencyField("currency", "Currency Field",
                      REQUIRED,
                      6, 3, 5, 3, 0, "&pound;")
?>

Generates: 

	*Currency Field: 
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DateField

Specification:

DateField($name, $label, $required, $blankString) 

· Since FORMfields Library v1.0 

· $name: The name of the field 

· $label: The field label 

· $required: 

· REQUIRED - field cannot be left blank 

· NOT_REQUIRED - field can be left blank 

· LOOKS_REQUIRED - field looks required but can be left blank 

· $blankString: Null or the option to display when the value is blank 

Example:

<?
    new DateField("date", "Date Field", REQUIRED, " ")
?>

Generates: 

	*Date Field: 
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.formfields.com/FORMfieldsArea/fieldDescriptions.php" \l "#" \t "_blank" 




DateTimeField

Specification:

DateTimeField($name, $label, $required, $blankString) 

· Since FORMfields Library v1.0 

· $name: The name of the field 

· $label: The field label 

· $required: 

· REQUIRED - field cannot be left blank 

· NOT_REQUIRED - field can be left blank 

· LOOKS_REQUIRED - field looks required but can be left blank 

· $blankString: Null or the option to display when the value is blank 

Example:

<?
    new DateTimeField("date_time", "Date Time Field",
                      REQUIRED, " ")
?>

Generates: 

	*Date Time Field: 
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.formfields.com/FORMfieldsArea/fieldDescriptions.php" \l "#" \t "_blank" 
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DescriptionField

Specification:

DescriptionField($name, $label) 

· Since FORMfields Library v2.0 

· $name: The name of the field 

· $label: The field label 

Example:

<?
    new DescriptionField("description1",
                         "The DescriptionField is good for making comments above or below a field.")
?>

Generates: 

	The DescriptionField is good for making comments above or below a field.


DollarField

Specification:

DollarField($name, $label, $required, $maxLength, $minLength, $size, $maxValue, $minValue) 

· Since FORMfields Library v1.0 

· $name: The name of the field 

· $label: The field label 

· $required: 

· REQUIRED - field cannot be left blank 

· NOT_REQUIRED - field can be left blank 

· LOOKS_REQUIRED - field looks required but can be left blank 

· $maxLength: The maximum length of the value 

· $minLength: The minimum length of the value 

· $size: The display size or null 

· $maxValue: The maximum floating point value permitted 

· $minValue: The minimum floating point value permitted 

Example:

<?
    new DollarField("dollar", "Dollar Field", REQUIRED,
                    6, 3, 5, 3, 0)
?>

Generates: 

	*Dollar Field: 
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DropDownField

Specification:

DropDownField($name, $label, $required, $options, $values, $blankString) 

· Since FORMfields Library v1.0 

· $name: The name of the field 

· $label: The field label 

· $required: 

· REQUIRED - field cannot be left blank 

· NOT_REQUIRED - field can be left blank 

· LOOKS_REQUIRED - field looks required but can be left blank 

· $options: The options to display 

· $values: The actual values of the options 

· $blankString: Null or the option to display when the value is blank 

Example:

<?
    $opts = array("Great", "Good", "Average", "Poor");
    new DropDownField("drop_down", "Drop Down Field", 
                      REQUIRED, $opts, $opts, "[Select One]")
?>

Generates: 

	*Drop Down Field: 
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[Select One]





EmailAddrField

Specification:

EmailAddrField($name, $label, $required) 

· Since FORMfields Library v1.0 

· $name: The name of the field 

· $label: The field label 

· $required: 

· REQUIRED - field cannot be left blank 

· NOT_REQUIRED - field can be left blank 

· LOOKS_REQUIRED - field looks required but can be left blank 

Example:

<?
    new EmailAddrField("email", "Email", REQUIRED)
?>

Generates: 

	*Email Addr Field: 
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EnterPasswordField

Specification:

EnterPasswordField($name, $label, $required) 

· Since FORMfields Library v1.0 

· Note: This field allows spaces in the beginning and end of the value. 

· $name: The name of the field 

· $label: The field label 

· $required: 

· REQUIRED - field cannot be left blank 

· NOT_REQUIRED - field can be left blank 

· LOOKS_REQUIRED - field looks required but can be left blank 

Example:

<?
    new EnterPasswordField("enter_pwd", 
                           "Enter Password Field",
                           REQUIRED)
?>

Generates: 

	*Enter Password Field: 
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FaxNumberField

Specification:

FaxNumberField($name, $label, $required) 

· Since FORMfields Library v1.0 

· $name: The name of the field 

· $label: The field label 

· $required: 

· REQUIRED - field cannot be left blank 

· NOT_REQUIRED - field can be left blank 

· LOOKS_REQUIRED - field looks required but can be left blank 

Example:

<?
    new FaxNumberField("fax", "Fax Number Field", REQUIRED)
?>

Generates: 

	*Fax Number Field: 
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FileField

Specification:

FileField($name, $label, $required) 

· Since FORMfields Library v1.1 

· $name: The name of the field 

· $label: The field label 

· $required: 

· REQUIRED - field cannot be left blank 

· NOT_REQUIRED - field can be left blank 

· LOOKS_REQUIRED - field looks required but can be left blank 

Example:

<?
    new FileField("ffile",
                  "File Field",
                  REQUIRED)
?>

Generates: 

	*File Field: 
	


FloatField

Specification:

FloatField($name, $label, $required, $maxLength, $minLength, $size, $maxValue, $minValue) 

· Since FORMfields Library v1.0 

· Note: A float is any fractional number. 

· $name: The name of the field 

· $label: The field label 

· $required: 

· REQUIRED - field cannot be left blank 

· NOT_REQUIRED - field can be left blank 

· LOOKS_REQUIRED - field looks required but can be left blank 

· $maxLength: The maximum length of the value 

· $minLength: The minimum length of the value 

· $size: The display size or null 

· $maxValue: The maximum floating point value permitted 

· $minValue: The minimum floating point value permitted 

Example:

<?
    new FloatField("ffloat", "Float Field", REQUIRED,
                   6, 3, null, 3, 0)
?>

Generates: 

	*Float Field: 
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FormField

Specification:

FormField($name, $label, $required) 

· Since FORMfields Library v2.0 

· Note: This is the root field and can be used to display any HTML. 

· $name: The name of the field 

· $label: The field label 

· $required: 

· REQUIRED - field cannot be left blank 

· NOT_REQUIRED - field can be left blank 

· LOOKS_REQUIRED - field looks required but can be left blank 

Example:

<?
    new FormField("formfield", "Form Field", NOT_REQUIRED)
    ...
    $formBean->setValue("formfield", "Some Value");
?>

Generates: 

	*Form Field: 
	Some Value




HeaderField
Specification:

HeaderField($name, $label) 

· Since FORMfields Library v2.0 

· $name: The name of the field 

· $label: The field label 

Example:

<?
    new HeaderField("header1",
                    "Header Field (for breaking up forms)")
?>

Generates: 

Header Field (for breaking up forms)

HiddenField

Specification:

HiddenField($name, $value, $maxLength=255) 

· Since FORMfields Library v1.1 

· $name: The name of the field 

· $value: The value of this field 

· $maxLength: The maximum length of the value 

Example:

<?
    new HiddenField("hidden_id", 12345, 255)
?>

Generates: 

Nothing visible, because the value is hidden. 

HomePhoneNumberField

Specification:

HomePhoneNumberField($name, $label, $required) 

· Since FORMfields Library v2.0 

· $name: The name of the field 

· $label: The field label 

· $required: 

· REQUIRED - field cannot be left blank 

· NOT_REQUIRED - field can be left blank 

· LOOKS_REQUIRED - field looks required but can be left blank 

Example:

<?
    new HomePhoneNumberField("home_phone",
                             "Home Phone Number Field",
                             REQUIRED)
?>

Generates: 

	*Home Phone Number Field: 
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ImageField

Specification:

ImageField($name, $image) 

· Since FORMfields Library v1.1 

· $name: The name of the field 

· $image: The URL to the image 

Example:

<?
    new ImageField("image_button", 
                   "/FORMgen/images/number1.gif")
?>

Generates: 

[image: image48.wmf]
IntegerField

Specification:

IntegerField($name, $label, $required, $maxLength, $minLength, $size, $maxValue, $minValue) 

· Since FORMfields Library v1.0 

· $name: The name of the field 

· $label: The field label 

· $required: 

· REQUIRED - field cannot be left blank 

· NOT_REQUIRED - field can be left blank 

· LOOKS_REQUIRED - field looks required but can be left blank 

· $maxLength: The maximum length of the value 

· $minLength: The minimum length of the value 

· $size: The display size or null 

· $maxValue: The maximum integer value permitted 

· $minValue: The minimum integer value permitted 

Example:

<?
    new IntegerField("finteger", "Integer Field",
                     REQUIRED, 6, 3,
                     null, 5000, 5)
?>

Generates: 

	*Integer Field: 
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IntlPhoneNumberField

Specification:

IntlPhoneNumberField($name, $label, $required) 

· Since FORMfields Library v2.0 

· $name: The name of the field 

· $label: The field label 

· $required: 

· REQUIRED - field cannot be left blank 

· NOT_REQUIRED - field can be left blank 

· LOOKS_REQUIRED - field looks required but can be left blank 

Example:

<?
    new IntlPhoneNumberField("intl_phone", 
                             "Intl Phone Number Field",
                             REQUIRED)
?>

Generates: 

	*Intl Phone Number Field: 
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ListField

Specification:

ListField($name, $label, $required, $options, $values, $blankString, $height) 

· Since FORMfields Library v1.0 

· $name: The name of the field 

· $label: The field label 

· $required: 

· REQUIRED - field cannot be left blank 

· NOT_REQUIRED - field can be left blank 

· LOOKS_REQUIRED - field looks required but can be left blank 

· $options: The options to display 

· $values: The actual values of the options 

· $blankString: Null or the option to display when the value is blank 

· $height: The display height of the field 

Example:

<?
    $opts = array("Great", "Good", "Average", "Poor");
    $values = array("0", "1", "2", "3");
    new ListField("list", "List Field", REQUIRED,
                  $opts, $values,
                  "[Select One]", 10)
?>

Generates: 

	*List Field: 
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MonthField

Specification:

MonthField($name, $label, $required, $blankString) 

· Since FORMfields Library v1.0 

· $name: The name of the field 

· $label: The field label 

· $required: 

· REQUIRED - field cannot be left blank 

· NOT_REQUIRED - field can be left blank 

· LOOKS_REQUIRED - field looks required but can be left blank 

· $blankString: Null or the option to display when the value is blank 

Example:

<?
    new MonthField("month", "Month Field", REQUIRED, " ")
?>

Generates: 

	*Month Field: 
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MultipleListField

Specification:

MultipleListField($name, $label, $required, $options, $values, $blankString, $height) 

· Since FORMfields Library v1.0 

· $name: The name of the field 

· $label: The field label 

· $required: 

· REQUIRED - field cannot be left blank 

· NOT_REQUIRED - field can be left blank 

· LOOKS_REQUIRED - field looks required but can be left blank 

· $options: The options to display 

· $values: The actual values of the options 

· $blankString: Null or the option to display when the value is blank 

· $height: The display height of the field 

Example:

<?
    $opts = array("Great", "Good", "Average", "Poor");
    $values = array("0", "1", "2", "3");
    new MultipleListField("mult_list", 
                          "Multiple List Field",
                          REQUIRED, $opts,
                          $values,
                          "[Select at Least One]", 10)
?>

Generates: 

	*Multiple List Field: 
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PasswordAnswerField

Specification:

PasswordAnswerField($name, $label, $required) 

· Since FORMfields Library v1.1 

· $name: The name of the field 

· $label: The field label 

· $required: 

· REQUIRED - field cannot be left blank 

· NOT_REQUIRED - field can be left blank 

· LOOKS_REQUIRED - field looks required but can be left blank 

Example:

<?
    new PasswordAnswerField("pwd_ans",
                            "Password Answer",
                            REQUIRED)
?>

Generates: 

	*Password Answer Field: 
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PasswordQuestionField

Specification:

PasswordQuestionField($name, $label, $required, $blankString) 

· Since FORMfields Library v1.1 

· $name: The name of the field 

· $label: The field label 

· $required: 

· REQUIRED - field cannot be left blank 

· NOT_REQUIRED - field can be left blank 

· LOOKS_REQUIRED - field looks required but can be left blank 

· $blankString: Null or the option to display when the value is blank 

Example:

<?
    new PasswordQuestionField("pwd_question", 
                              "Password Question Field", 
                              REQUIRED, "[Select One]")
?>

Generates: 

	*Password Question Field: 
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PersonNameField

Specification:

PersonNameField($name, $label, $required) 

· Since FORMfields Library v1.0 

· $name: The name of the field 

· $label: The field label 

· $required: 

· REQUIRED - field cannot be left blank 

· NOT_REQUIRED - field can be left blank 

· LOOKS_REQUIRED - field looks required but can be left blank 

Example:

<?
    new UsernameField("name", "Person Name Field", REQUIRED)
?>

Generates: 

	*Person Name Field: 
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PhoneNumberField

Specification:

PhoneNumberField($name, $label, $required) 

· Since FORMfields Library v1.0 

· $name: The name of the field 

· $label: The field label 

· $required: 

· REQUIRED - field cannot be left blank 

· NOT_REQUIRED - field can be left blank 

· LOOKS_REQUIRED - field looks required but can be left blank 

Example:

<?
    new PhoneNumberField("phone", "Phone Number Field",
                         REQUIRED)
?>

Generates: 

	*Phone Number Field: 
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PickPasswordField

Specification:

PickPasswordField($name, $label, $required) 

· Since FORMfields Library v1.0 

· Note: This field doesn't permit spaces in the beginning or end of the value. 

· $name: The name of the field 

· $label: The field label 

· $required: 

· REQUIRED - field cannot be left blank 

· NOT_REQUIRED - field can be left blank 

· LOOKS_REQUIRED - field looks required but can be left blank 

Example:

<?
    new PickPasswordField("pick_pwd", 
                          "Pick Password Field", 
                          REQUIRED)
?>

Generates: 

	*Pick Password Field: 
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PostalCodeField

Specification:

PostalCodeField($name, $label, $required) 

· Since FORMfields Library v2.0 

· $name: The name of the field 

· $label: The field label 

· $required: 

· REQUIRED - field cannot be left blank 

· NOT_REQUIRED - field can be left blank 

· LOOKS_REQUIRED - field looks required but can be left blank 

Example:

<?
    new PostalCodeField("postal_code", "Postal Code Field", 
                        REQUIRED)
?>

Generates: 

	*Postal Code Field: 
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RadioButtonField

Specification:

RadioButtonField($name, $label, $required, $values) 

· Since FORMfields Library v1.0 

· $name: The name of the field 

· $label: The field label 

· $required: 

· REQUIRED - field cannot be left blank 

· NOT_REQUIRED - field can be left blank 

· LOOKS_REQUIRED - field looks required but can be left blank 

· $values: The display and actual values of the choices 

Example:

<?
    new RadioButtonField("radio",
                         "Radio Button Field",
                         REQUIRED,
                         array("Choice 1", "Choice 2"))
?>

     Generates: 

	*Radio Button Field: 
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SearchResultsField

Specification:

SearchResultsField($name, $label, $sql, $rowsPerPage) 

· Since FORMfields Library v2.0 

· $name: The name of the field 

· $label: The field label 

· $sql: The SQL that will be used to generate the table data 

· $rowsPerPage: The number of rows to display per page 

Example:

Please see Tutorial #8: The SearchResultsField for an example. 

SetSelectorField

Specification:

SetSelectorField($name, $supersetLabel, $subsetLabel, $options, $selectedOptions, $height) 

· Since FORMfields Library v1.0 

· $name: The name of the field 

· $supersetlabel: The field label of the superset 

· $subsetlabel: The field label of the subset 

· $options: The options to display in the leftmost list 

· $selectedOptions: The options already in the subset. These options MUST also be in $options. 

· $height: The display height of the field 

Example:

<?
    $allStates = array("Florida","New Jersey",
                        "New York");
    $defaultStates = array("New Jersey", "New York");
    new SetSelectorField("set_selector", "States",
                         "Democratic States",
                         $allStates, $defaultStates, 
                         10)

?>

Generates: 
Note: The Add/Remove functionality has been disabled in the example below. 
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StateField

Specification:

StateField($name, $label, $required, $blankString) 

· Since FORMfields Library v1.0 

· $name: The name of the field 

· $label: The field label 

· $required: 

· REQUIRED - field cannot be left blank 

· NOT_REQUIRED - field can be left blank 

· LOOKS_REQUIRED - field looks required but can be left blank 

· $blankString: Null or the option to display when the value is blank 

Example:

<?
    new StateField("state", "State", REQUIRED,
                   "[Select One]")
?>

Generates: 

	*State: 
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StreetAddressField

Specification:

StreetAddressField($name, $label, $required) 

· Since FORMfields Library v1.0 

· $name: The name of the field 

· $label: The field label 

· $required: 

· REQUIRED - field cannot be left blank 

· NOT_REQUIRED - field can be left blank 

· LOOKS_REQUIRED - field looks required but can be left blank 

Example:

<?
    new StreetAddressField("street", "Street Address Field",
                           REQUIRED)
?>

Generates: 

	*Street Address Field: 
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SubmitField

Specification:

SubmitField($name, $label) 

· Since FORMfields Library v1.0 

· $name: The name of the field 

· $label: The field label 

Example:

<?
    new SubmitField("_submit", "Submit")
?>

Generates: 
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TaxIdField

Specification:

TaxIdField($name, $label, $required) 

· Since FORMfields Library v1.0 

· $name: The name of the field 

· $label: The field label 

· $required: 

· REQUIRED - field cannot be left blank 

· NOT_REQUIRED - field can be left blank 

· LOOKS_REQUIRED - field looks required but can be left blank 

Example:

<?
    new TaxIdField("tax_id", "Tax Id Field", REQUIRED)
?>

Generates: 

	*Tax Id Field: 
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TextAreaField

Specification:

TextAreaField($name, $label, $required, $maxLength, $minLength, $rows, $cols) 

· Since FORMfields Library v1.0 

· $name: The name of the field 

· $label: The field label 

· $required: 

· REQUIRED - field cannot be left blank 

· NOT_REQUIRED - field can be left blank 

· LOOKS_REQUIRED - field looks required but can be left blank 

· $maxLength: The maximum length of the value 

· $minLength: The minimum length of the value 

· $rows: The height of the field area 

· $cols: The width of the field area 

Example:

<?
    new TextAreaField("text_area",
                      "Text Area Field",
                      REQUIRED,
                      100, 5, 10, 30)
?>

Generates: 

	*Text Area Field: 
	(chars left: 100) 
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TextField

Specification:

TextField($name, $label, $required, $maxLength, $minLength, $size) 

· Since FORMfields Library v1.0 

· $name: The name of the field 

· $label: The field label 

· $required: 

· REQUIRED - field cannot be left blank 

· NOT_REQUIRED - field can be left blank 

· LOOKS_REQUIRED - field looks required but can be left blank 

· $maxLength: The maximum length of the value 

· $minLength: The minimum length of the value 

· $size: The display size or null 

Example:

<?
    new TextField("text", 
                  "Text Field", 
                  NOT_REQUIRED, 
                  20, 4, null)
?>

Generates: 

	Text Field: 
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TimeField

Specification:

TimeField($name, $label, $required) 

· Since FORMfields Library v1.0 

· $name: The name of the field 

· $label: The field label 

· $required: 

· REQUIRED - field cannot be left blank 

· NOT_REQUIRED - field can be left blank 

· LOOKS_REQUIRED - field looks required but can be left blank 

Example:

<?
    new TimeField("time", "Time Field", REQUIRED)
?>

Generates: 

	*Time Field: 
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UploadField

Specification:

UploadField($name, $label, $required, $maxFileSize [, $uploadDir]) 

· Since FORMfields Library v1.1 

· NOTE: To utilize this field, you must use method="post" and enctype="multipart/form-data" in your form tag. 

· $name: The name of the field 

· $label: The field label 

· $required: 

· REQUIRED - field cannot be left blank 

· NOT_REQUIRED - field can be left blank 

· LOOKS_REQUIRED - field looks required but can be left blank 

· $maxFileSize: The max file size in bytes permitted 

· $uploadDir: Since v2.0. This parameter is optional. The local path to the directory where this file should be uploaded. If this parameter is omitted, the file will be uploaded to /FORMfields/uploads. 

Example:

<?
    new UploadField("upload",
                  "Upload Field",
                  REQUIRED,
                  2000000)
?>

Generates: 

	*Upload Field: 
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UsernameField

Specification:

UsernameField($name, $label, $required) 

· Since FORMfields Library v1.0 

· $name: The name of the field 

· $label: The field label 

· $required: 

· REQUIRED - field cannot be left blank 

· NOT_REQUIRED - field can be left blank 

· LOOKS_REQUIRED - field looks required but can be left blank 

Example:

<?
    new UsernameField("username", "Username Field",
                      REQUIRED)
?>

Generates: 

	*Username Field: 
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YearField

Specification:
YearField($name, $label, $required, $blankString) 

· Since FORMfields Library v1.0 

· $name: The name of the field 

· $label: The field label 

· $required: 

· REQUIRED - field cannot be left blank 

· NOT_REQUIRED - field can be left blank 

· LOOKS_REQUIRED - field looks required but can be left blank 

· $blankString: Null or the option to display when the value is blank 

Example:
<?
    new YearField("year", "Year Field", REQUIRED, " ")
?>

Generates: 

	*Year Field: 
	[image: image86.wmf]





ZipCodeField

Specification:
ZipCodeField($name, $label, $required) 

· Since FORMfields Library v1.0 

· $name: The name of the field 

· $label: The field label 

· $required: 

· REQUIRED - field cannot be left blank 

· NOT_REQUIRED - field can be left blank 

· LOOKS_REQUIRED - field looks required but can be left blank 

Example:
<?
    new ZipCodeField("zip", "Zip Code Field", REQUIRED)
?>

Generates: 

	*Zip Code Field: 
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ZipPlus4Field

Specification:
ZipPlus4Field($name, $label, $required) 

· Since FORMfields Library v2.0 

· $name: The name of the field 

· $label: The field label 

· $required: 

· REQUIRED - field cannot be left blank 

· NOT_REQUIRED - field can be left blank 

· LOOKS_REQUIRED - field looks required but can be left blank 

Example:
<?
    new ZipPlus4Field("zip_plus", "Zip Plus 4 Field", REQUIRED)
?>

Generates: 

	*Zip Plus 4 Field: 
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Tutorial #5: Putting It All Together 

Last Updated on Nov 11th, 2005. 

Overview

In this tutorial, we will construct a FormBean that contains an instance of nearly every FORMfields type. We'll then use this FormBean to retrieve existing data from a database, modify this data and then save this new data back to the database. 

Creating Our Example Database Table and Sample Data

First we use phpMyAdmin or the MySQL client, to execute the following SQL code: tutorial5example1.sql 

The Form Script

The complete script can be found at tutorial5example2.php. 

At this point you should be pretty familiar with the FORMfields syntax, so in summary this script: 

· Creates a FormBean to hold all the fields 

· Loads values from the database when "Load From Db" is clicked. 

· Updates the values in the database when "Save" is clicked. 

· Clears the form when "Clear" is clicked. 

· Displays a cancellation message when "Cancel" is clicked. 

· Displays the structure and values of all the fields in the FormBean for debugging purposes. 

The Finished Product

Note: The "Save" operation has been disabled in the following example. 

Note: The following table is only printed for demonstration purposes and can be used to debug your own forms.

	Field
	Label
	Value
	DB Value
	Display Value

	header1
	Basic Types: (This is an example Header Field)
	
	
	

	description1
	The following fields are basic FORMfields types and are the basis of all fields.<br />(This is an example Description Field)
	
	
	

	text
	Text Field
	
	
	

	pick_pwd
	Pick Password Field
	
	
	

	enter_pwd
	Enter Password Field
	
	
	

	drop_down
	Drop Down Field
	
	
	

	list
	List Field
	
	
	

	mult_list
	Multiple List Field
	
	
	

	checkbox
	Checkbox Field
	
	
	

	radio
	Radio Button Field
	
	
	

	text_area
	Text Area Field
	
	
	

	image_field
	image_field
	
	
	

	file
	File Field
	
	
	

	header2
	Derived Types:
	
	
	

	description2
	The following fields are derived from the Basic Types.
	
	
	

	username
	Username Field
	
	
	

	name
	Person Name Field
	
	
	

	email
	Email Addr Field
	
	
	

	state
	State
	
	
	

	finteger
	Integer Field
	
	
	

	ffloat
	Float Field
	
	
	

	dollar
	Dollar Field
	
	
	

	currency
	Currency Field
	
	
	

	street
	Street Address Field
	
	
	

	city
	City Field
	
	
	

	zip
	Zip Code Field
	
	
	

	zip_plus
	Zip Plus 4 Field
	
	
	

	postal_code
	Postal Code Field
	
	
	

	year
	Year Field
	
	
	

	month
	Month Field
	
	
	

	intl_phone
	Intl Phone Number Field
	
	
	

	country
	Country Field
	
	
	

	province
	Canadian Province Field
	
	
	

	upload
	Upload Field
	
	
	

	card_type
	Credit Card Type Field
	
	
	

	card_number
	Credit Card Number Field
	
	
	

	card_ccv
	Credit Card Ccv Field
	
	
	

	card_date
	Credit Card Date Field
	
	
	

	pwd_question
	Password Question Field
	
	
	

	pwd_answer
	Password Answer Field
	
	
	

	header3
	Aggregate Types:
	
	
	

	description3
	The following fields consist of multiple Basic or Derived Types.
	
	
	

	tax_id
	Tax ID Field
	
	
	

	fax
	Fax Number Field
	
	
	

	phone
	Phone Number Field
	
	
	

	home_phone
	Home Phone Number Field
	
	
	

	time
	Time Field
	
	
	

	date
	Date Field
	
	
	

	date_time
	Date Time Field
	
	
	

	color
	Color Chooser Field
	
	
	

	set_selector
	Set Selector Field
	
	
	

	_submit
	Save
	
	
	

	clear
	Clear
	
	
	

	cancel
	Cancel
	
	
	

	load
	Load From DB
	
	
	


Top of Form

	Basic Types: (This is an example Header Field)

	The following fields are basic FORMfields types and are the basis of all fields.
(This is an example Description Field)

	Text Field: 
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	Pick Password Field: 
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	Enter Password Field: 
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(The EnterPasswordField ignores beginning or trailing spaces).
-- This is an example of field help.
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	Multiple List Field: 
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	Checkbox Field: 
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	Radio Button Field: 
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	Text Area Field: 
	(chars left: 100) 
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	File Field: 
	

	Derived Types:

	The following fields are derived from the Basic Types.
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	Aggregate Types:

	The following fields consist of multiple Basic or Derived Types.
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Tutorial #6: Emailing a Form 

Last Updated on Sept 18th, 2006. 

Sending an Email

Note: We will assume a subject of "Contact Us Submission" for the following examples. 

To send an email with the contents of the form to info@mydomain.com, use: 


    $formBean->email("info@mydomain.com", "Contact Us Submission");
Adding a From Address

To send an email with the contents of the form from john@hotmail.com to info@mydomain.com, use: 


    $formBean->email("info@mydomain.com", "Contact Us Submission", "john@hotmail.com");
Adding Multiple Addresses

To send an email from john@hotmail.com and suzy@hotmail.com to peter@hotmail.com and mike@gmail.com, use: 


    $formBean->email("peter@hotmail.com,mike@gmail.com", "Contact Us Submission",
                     "john@hotmail.com,suzy@hotmail.com");
Sending Multiple Emails

To send separate emails to peter@hotmail.com and mike@gmail.com, use: 


    $formBean->email("peter@hotmail.com", "Contact Us Submission");
    $formBean->email("mike@gmail.com", "Contact Us Submission");
Using an Entered Email Address

Let's say your form contains a field where a customer can enter his/her email address: 


    $formBean->addField(new EmailAddrField("email", "Email", REQUIRED));
To send an email to this address, use: 


    $formBean->email($formBean->getValue("email"), "Contact Us Submission");
To send an email to this address and mike@gmail.com, use: 


    $formBean->email($formBean->getValue("email") . ",mike@gmail.com", "Contact Us Submission");
To send an email from this address and mike@gmail.com, use: 


    $formBean->email("info@mydomain.com", "Contact Us Submission",
                     $formBean->getValue("email") . ",mike@gmail.com");
HTML Emails in v2.0 or Later

In FORMfields Lib v2.0 or later you can send more customizable emails, HTML emails and even attachments. The following example is illustrated in your installation at /FORMfields/examples/email/emailExample1.php and /FORMfields/examples/email/email.css. 


            $to = "webmaster@yourdomain.com";
            $cc = "someone@yourdomain.com"; // optional
            $bcc = "someone@yourdomain.com"; // optional
            $from = $formBean->getValue("email"); // optional

            $subject = "Contact Us Submission";
            
            // The msgHeader is the portion of text that preceeds the field values.
            $msgHeader = 
                "Dear Admin,<br /><br />"
                . "The following was submitted using your website:<br />";
            
            // The msgFooter is the portion of text that follows the field values
            $msgFooter =
                "Joe Brown<br />"
                . "XYZ Company<br />"
                . "http://www.xyz.com<br />";
            
            // If you don't like the defaulted CSS styles, you can include another style sheet.
            $cssFile = "email.css";
            
            // You can include attachments by populating an array as follows.
            // Note: In v2.0 all UploadFields are automatically attached to the email.
            $attachments[0] = array("../calendar.gif", "calendar.gif");
            $attachments[1] = array("../palette.gif", "palette.gif");
            
            $useHtml = true;
            
            $formBean->email($to, $subject, $from, $cc, $bcc, $msgHeader, 
                              $msgFooter, $attachments, $useHtml, $cssFile);
The above example will yield an email that looks like: 

Text Emails in v2.0 or Later

In FORMfields Lib v2.0 or later you can still send a text email. This is illustrated by /FORMfields/examples/email/emailExample2.php. 


            $to = "webmaster@yourdomain.com";

            $subject = "Contact Us Submission";
            
            // The msgHeader is the portion of text that preceeds the field values.
            $msgHeader = 
                "Dear Admin,\n\n"
                . "The following was submitted using your website:\n";
            
            // The msgFooter is the portion of text that follows the field values
            $msgFooter =
                "Joe Brown\n"
                . "XYZ Company\n"
                . "http://www.xyz.com\n";
            
            // You can include attachments by populating an array as follows.
            // Note: In v2.0 all UploadFields are automatically attached to the email.
            $attachments[0] = array("../calendar.gif", "calendar.gif");
            $attachments[1] = array("../palette.gif", "palette.gif");
            
            $useHtml = false;
            
            $formBean->email($to, $subject, $from, $cc, $bcc, $msgHeader, 
                              $msgFooter, $attachments, $useHtml, $cssFile);
Auto Responders Without Form Data

The following example illustrates how to send an auto responder email, without the form data, to the user who completed the form. 


            // Add an auto responder
            $mailBean = new FormBean();
            $responderTo = $formBean->getValue("email");
            $responderSubject = "Contact Us Submission";
            $responderFrom = "webmaster@yourdomain.com";
            //$responderCC = "someone@yourdomain.com"; // optional
            //$responderBcc = "someone@yourdomain.com"; // optional
            $responderMessage =
                "Dear " . $formBean->getValue("name") . ",<br /><br />"
                . "Thank you for completing our form.<br /><br />"
                . "Joe Brown<br />"
                . "XYZ Company<br />"
                . "http://www.xyz.com<br />";
            $mailBean->email($responderTo, $responderSubject, $responderFrom,
                              $responderCC, $responderBcc, $responderMessage);
The above example will yield an HTML email that looks like: 

Tutorial #7: Forms on Your Webpage 

Last Updated on July 6th, 2005. 

Overview

In this tutorial, we will take an existing HTML page and insert a FORMfields form. 

	contactus.php 




	+
	urshelf.html 




	-->
	urshelf.php 






Creating the Form

For this example, we used FORMgen to create a Contact Us form, contactus.php, that can be viewed here or downloaded here. 

Merging with an Existing Webpage

In this example, we will demonstrate how to merge our new form, contactus.php, with an existing webpage, urshelf.html. (Note: urshelf.com is a client of ours and has generously granted us permission to use their copyrighted HTML code in our example). You can view the urshelf.html page here or download it here. 

Step 1: Renaming Our Webpage

In this step we rename our webpage from urshelf.html to urshelf.php. 

Step 2: Copying the Section Tags to Our Webpage

Next, we copy the 3 sections from our contactus.php form to urshelf.php. Each section is encloded within PHP code like: " <? /* BEGIN - SECTION 1 */ ?><? /* END - SECTION 1 */ ?> ". 

· Section 1 should be placed directly before your initial <html> tag. 

· Section 2 should be placed directly before your closing </head> tag. 

· Section 3 should be placed in your <body> tag in the location where you'd like the form to be displayed. 

The finished webpage can be viewed here or downloaded here. 

Tutorial #8: The SearchResultsField 

Last Updated on Nov 18th, 2005. 

Overview

FORMfields Lib v2.0 introduced the incredibly useful SearchResultsField. In this tutorial we will demonstrate how to use the SearchResultsField to automatically pagify the display of large amounts of database data. It is highly recommended that you complete TableHelpers Tutorial #2 and Tutorial #3 before continuing this tutorial.

Here is a link to the finished example.

The source code to this example can be found in your installation at /FORMfields/examples/searchResults/searchResults.php. Please note that you must run /FORMfields/examples/searchResults/ffexamples_websites.sql before using this example on your website. 

Creating a SearchResultsField

Creating a SearchResultsField is simple: 


    $formBean = new FormBean();

    // This is our query. It can be any valid SQL query
    $sql = 
        "SELECT "
            . "CONCAT('<img src="',image,'" />') AS 'Thumbnail',"
            . "CONCAT('<a target="_blank" href="',url,'">',url,"
                . "'</a><br /><br />',description) As 'Description',"
            . "CONCAT('<span style="white-space:nowrap;">',DATE_FORMAT(inserted_on,
                . "'%Y-%m-%d %h:%i %p'),'</span>') AS 'Inserted On' "
        . "FROM ffexample_websites";

    // Create the SearchResultsField and add it to our FormBean
    $formBean->addField(new SearchResultsField("websites", "Websites", $sql, 5));
    
    // Enable column sorting
    $formBean->formFields["websites"]->tableSet->enableSort = true;
    
    // Capture and process any button presses
    $formBean->getParameters();
Note: Each SearchResultField contains a TableSet. Therefore, you can use any TableHelpers functions to manipulate a SearchResultsField. For example: 


    // Hide the "Inserted On" column.
    $formBean->formFields["websites"]->tableSet->hideColumns["Inserted On"] = true;
Displaying a SearchResultsField


    <form action="" method="post">
        <?
            // Display the HTML for the SearchResultsField
            echo $formBean->getFieldTag("websites") 
        ?>
    </form>
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